
P R O J E C T  B R I E F

www.adsenv.com

Santa Barbara, CA - The City of Santa Barbara (CSB) serves nearly 100,000 customers.  During the seasonal rains, deteriorating 
and aging sewer pipes permit unwanted I/I to enter the system raising the risk of sanitary sewer overflows.  Santa Barbara 
recognized that a more comprehensive understanding of their system’s performance was necessary to more proactively manage 
and rehabilitate the City’s collection system.

Measurable Results
ADS Environmental Services conducted a flow analysis study and developed an I/I report for CSB that yielded significant strategic  
project insights to collection system managers.  The information in ADS reports directed CSB to significant cost savings by 

identifying and targeting the mini-basins with I/I issues.

Services Provided by ADS
•   Temporary flow monitoring including:  flow assessment study; temporary flow monitors; rain monitors;    
    wet weather analysis; including prioritization ranking of 43 basins by Rain Dependent I/I ingress.

Underground Intelligence® from ADS
The City of Santa Barbara tasked ADS with implementing a flow assessment study.  ADS deployed 45 flow 
meters to the monitoring stations located at the outfalls of the 43 mini-basins comprising the system.  
Eight rain gauges captured storm totals, integral to developing a full understanding of rain’s impact on 
performance.  Data collected during the study period was analyzed by ADS hydraulic engineers and 
converted into  insightful reports presenting CSB managers with an accurate picture of I/I’s impact across 
the service area and the Underground Intelligence necessary to target field work and significantly reduce 
associated costs.  During the assessment period, Santa Barbara experienced one of the largest storms in a 
ten-year period, a valuable data point for analyzing how each of the 43 basins responded to a major storm.

“We are pleased we conducted this flow study, particularly since we captured some very significant storm events.  This has really 
helped our team focus efforts and prioritize which areas of our system need attention.  It will help us prepare for the next significant 
rainfall event.”

Manuel Romero
Wastewater Collection Superintendent
City of Santa Barbara

Temporary Flow Monitoring

Saved Over $1 Million in Unnecessary Expenses
Santa Barbara, California 

P r i m a r y  a cco m p l i s h m e n t s : 
•   Recognized that 60% of the system did not suffer from significant I/I ingress

•   Determined that 500,000 LF of sewer did not need immediate field study for    
     defect analysis

•   Targeted fieldwork to 10 of the 43 basins for further study and I/I analysis

•   Deferred or potentially eliminated over $1 Million in expenses

UNDERGROUND INTELLIGENCE® by ADS…for improved collection system performance! www.adsenv.com

Via  careful  p lanning and 
management,  CSB cont inues 
to  keep their  Paci f ic  beaches 
c lean and beaut i ful .
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